Santa Marta Group

Newsletter — August 2025

Featured Reports

UNODC: “We need to talk about human trafficking”: How journalists can make a
difference, 28th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Ropes and Gray: Australian Government Launches Consultation on Strengthening Modern
Slavery Act, 30th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

HR Grapevine UK: Amazon trains over 18,000 staff to spot the signs of human
trafficking, /st August 2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: The New Age of Sexism: Al impact on sex workers overlooked, //th
August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Pulitzer Center: The Cost of Sanctions: Dark Shipping Fleet Fuels Human Trafficking, /4th
August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Sea4Safety: Human rights group highlights growing slave goods' air cargo corridor, /9th
August 2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Forced to work on an overheated planet, /9¢th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

International Justice Mission: IJM Uncovers Links Between Child Sextortion and
Southeast Asia’s Scam Compounds, 19th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Sead4Safety: Human rights group highlights growing slave goods' air cargo corridor, 19th
August 2025.
e Read the full report here.



https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2025/July/we-need-to-talk-about-human-trafficking_-how-journalists-can-make-a-difference.html
https://www.ropesgray.com/en/insights/viewpoints/102kyia/australian-government-launches-consultation-on-strengthening-modern-slavery-act
https://www.hrgrapevine.com/content/article/2025-07-31-amazon-trains-over-18000-staff-to-spot-the-signs-of-human-trafficking
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/the-new-age-of-sexism-ai-impact-on-sex-workers-overlooked/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/cost-sanctions-dark-shipping-fleet-fuels-human-trafficking
https://theloadstar.com/human-rights-group-highlights-growing-slave-goods-air-cargo-corridor/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/forced-to-work-on-an-overheated-planet-climate-change/
https://www.ijm.org/news/ijm-uncovers-links-between-child-sextortion-southeast-asias-scam-compounds
https://theloadstar.com/human-rights-group-highlights-growing-slave-goods-air-cargo-corridor/

Open Democracy: Forced to work on an overheated planet, 19th August 2025.
o Read the full report here.

Policy Updates and Analysis

IOM International: IOM Backs Mission 89 to Strengthen Fight Against Child Trafficking in
Sport, 13th August 2025.
o Read the full report here.

Human Rights Watch: South Africa Court to Rule on Constitutionality of Criminalizing Sex
Work, 19th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

United Kingdom and Ireland

Construction News: Six people arrested over illegal working in construction site raid, 24th
July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Arab News: Britain seeks a crackdown on social media ads of human traffickers, 4t/
August 2025
e Read the full report here.

Biometric Updates: Disrupt human trafficking with border biometrics and digital IDs says
Tony Blair Institute, 5th August 2025
o Read the full report here.

The Times: What I saw on the trafficking route that ships ‘slaves’ to the UK, 12th August
2025.
e Read the full report here.

Inside Housing: Social housing failures fuel sexual exploitation, /4th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Global Compliance News: United Kingdom: Government issues new modern slavery
guidance on supply chain transparency, /4th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Cycling Electric: “Modern slavery” law breaches flagged by e-bike courier business, /4th
August 2025.
o Read the full report here.

The Guardian: ‘I was completely dehumanised by my father’: how Kate Price uncovered
the horrifying truths of her childhood, 18th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.



https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/forced-to-work-on-an-overheated-planet-climate-change/
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-backs-mission-89-strengthen-fight-against-child-trafficking-sport
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-backs-mission-89-strengthen-fight-against-child-trafficking-sport
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/legal/six-people-arrested-over-illegal-working-in-construction-site-raid-24-07-2025/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2610520/world
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202508/disrupt-human-trafficking-with-border-biometrics-and-digital-ids-says-tony-blair-institute
https://www.thetimes.com/world/asia/article/human-trafficking-route-uk-qr3rh256f
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/comment/social-housing-failures-fuel-sexual-exploitation-93105
https://www.globalcompliancenews.com/2025/08/11/https-insightplus-bakermckenzie-com-bm-employment-compensation-united-kingdom-government-issues-new-modern-slavery-guidance-on-supply-chain-transparency_08042025/
https://www.cyclingelectric.com/news/modern-slavery-e-bike-courier
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/aug/18/i-was-completely-dehumanised-by-my-father-how-kate-price-uncovered-the-horrifying-truths-of-her-childhood

BBC: Slave trade and abolition to be remembered in Hull, 20th August 2025.
e Read the full report here.

Local News
e Bristol: Police to use Al to tackle grooming gangs and modern slavery. Read more.

o East Anglia: Six arrested at East Anglian housing development construction site
after raid following concerns of modern slavery. Read more.

e Windsor: 'Despicable and criminal' — hotels join fight against human trafficking in
Windsor 'hotspot'. Read more.

o Belfast: Almost 500 potential victims of human trafficking identified in Northern
Ireland. Read more.

Europe
Belgium: Our FPS is on the front line in the fight against human trafficking. Read more.
Finland: Finland's largest human trafficking trial begins in Lapland.. Read more.

Finland: Finland drops human trafficking charges against yoga guru as case moves to
France. Read more.

Finland: Finland Opens Landmark Human Trafficking Trial. Read more.

Ireland: Psychology students travel to Ireland to learn from groups advocating for victims
of violence, human trafficking. Read more.

Malta: US State Department: No significant changes in Malta’s Human rights record,
progress noted on combating Human Trafficking. Read more.

Vatican City: World Day Against Human Trafficking: Over 50 million people
exploited. Read more.

Africa
Ethiopia: Ethiopia sentences five to death for human trafficking. Read more.

Kenya: BBC Mai Mahiu Child Trafficking Exposé Based On Falsified Accounts. Read
more.

Libya and Nigeria: Libyan police arrest six Nigerians, local driver, mother over human
trafficking. Read more.

Libya and Yemen: Inside North Eastern’s Libya and Yemen human trafficking
syndicates. Read more.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c7vlj248y75o
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/police-use-ai-tackle-grooming-10404836
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/uk-six-arrested-at-east-anglian-housing-development-construction-site-after-raid-following-concerns-of-modern-slavery/
https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/despicable-and-criminal-hotels-join-fight-against-human-trafficking-in-windsor-hotspot
http://belfastlive.co.uk/news/belfast-news/almost-500-potential-victims-human-32218330.amp
https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/policy/policy-areas/highlighted/our-fps-front-line-fight-against-human-trafficking
https://yle.fi/a/74-20178222
https://yle.fi/a/74-20177219
https://www.occrp.org/en/news/finland-opens-landmark-human-trafficking-trial
https://www.liberty.edu/news/2025/08/18/psychology-students-travel-to-ireland-to-learn-from-groups-advocating-for-victims-of-violence-human-trafficking/
https://tvmnews.mt/en/news/us-state-department-no-significant-changes-in-maltas-human-rights-record-progress-noted-on-combating-human-trafficking/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2025-07/world-day-against-human-trafficking-over-50-million-exploited.html
https://www.africanews.com/2025/08/05/ethiopia-sentences-five-to-death-for-human-trafficking/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202508140169.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202508140169.html
https://guardian.ng/news/nigeria/metro/libyan-police-arrest-six-nigerians-local-driver-mother-over-human-trafficking/#google_vignette
https://nation.africa/kenya/news/inside-north-eastern-libya-yemen-human-trafficking-syndicates-5157048#story

Nigeria: Religious women in training on Trauma-Informed Care. Read more.

Mozambique: Mozambique becomes the 46th country to join the Blue Heart Campaign
against Trafficking in Persons. Read more.

Senegal: Woman arrested in Kedougou over Nigerian human trafficking ring. Read more
Senegal: Informal work in Senegal. Read more.

South Africa: Standing with Sex Workers: Why This Case Matters, South Africa Court to
Rule on Constitutionality of Criminalizing Sex Work. Read more.

Asia and Oceania

Australia: appointment of Ms Jane Duke as Australia’s next Ambassador to Counter
Modern Slavery, People Smuggling and Human Trafficking. Read more.

ASEAN: Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for ASEAN Political-Security Community
meets with Australian Ambassador to Counter Modern Slavery, People Smuggling and

Human Trafficking. Read more.

Cambodia: “Simple job, high salary”: unveiling the complexity of scam-forced criminality
in Southeast Asia. Read more.

DPRK: Pathways to Accountability in the DPRK: Sanctioning the Facilitators of Forced
Labour. Read more.

India: Church network in India rallies against ‘invisible chains’ of human trafficking. Read
more.

India: India Christians Protest Arrest of Nuns Accused of Human Trafficking. Read more.
India: Indian nuns accused of human trafficking released on conditional bail. Read more.

Indonesia: Collaborative Support for Indonesian Fishers engaged in Human Trafficking
Lawsuit. Read more.

Indonesia: Indonesia’s Human Trafficking Crisis Demands a Community-led
Response. Read more.

Israel: Human trafficking and sexual exploitation in Israeli society. Read more.

Malaysia: Ex-MP calls for binding agreement to combat corruption in labour
migration. Read more.

Malaysia: Hiring from Bangladesh resumes despite job-scam concerns; rights groups warn
of trafficking, recruitment-fee exploitation & worker abuse linked to corruption. Read
more.


https://www.vaticannews.va/en/africa/news/2025-08/nigeria-religious-women-in-training-on-trauma-informed-care.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/news/2025/August/mozambique-becomes-the-46th-country-to-join-the-blue-heart-campaign-against-trafficking-in-persons.html
https://apanews.net/senegal-woman-arrested-in-kedougou-over-nigerian-human-trafficking-ring/
https://www.itfglobal.org/en/stories/informal-work-in-senegal
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/08/19/standing-with-sex-workers-why-this-case-matters
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/ambassador-counter-modern-slavery-people-smuggling-and-human-trafficking-0
https://asean.org/deputy-secretary-general-of-asean-for-asean-political-security-community-meets-with-australian-ambassador-to-counter-modern-slavery-people-smuggling-and-human-trafficking/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-025-05605-1
https://globalrightscompliance.org/pathways-to-accountability-in-the-dprk-sanctioning-the-facilitators-of-forced-labour/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2025-08/india-sisters-talitha-kum-human-trafficking-prevention.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2025-08/india-sisters-talitha-kum-human-trafficking-prevention.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/2025/08/india-nun-arrest-catholics-protestant-chhattisgarh/
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/indian-nuns-accused-human-trafficking-released-conditional-bail
https://www.humanrightsatsea.org/news/collaborative-support-indonesian-fishers-engaged-human-trafficking-lawsuit
https://thediplomat.com/2025/08/indonesias-human-trafficking-crisis-demands-a-community-led-response/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250821-human-trafficking-and-sexual-exploitation-in-israeli-society/
https://www.thevibes.com/articles/news/111849/ex-mp-calls-for-binding-agreement-to-combat-corruption-in-labour-migration
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/malaysia-hiring-from-bangladesh-resumes-despite-job-scam-concerns-rights-groups-warn-of-trafficking-recruitment-fee-exploitation-worker-abuse/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/malaysia-hiring-from-bangladesh-resumes-despite-job-scam-concerns-rights-groups-warn-of-trafficking-recruitment-fee-exploitation-worker-abuse/

Myanmar: Myanmar military courts sentence 12 to life for human trafficking, including
Chinese nationals. Read more

UAE and Nepal: Human trafficking suspect arrested in UAE, repatriated to Nepal. Read
more.

Vietnam: Caritas Vietnam: Protecting future generations from human trafficking. Read
more.

Vietnam: Vietnamese Man Arrested for Trafficking 16 into Laos. Read more.

Latin America

Brazil: Responding to a Migration Crisis: Lessons From Brazil’s Fight Against Human
Trafficking. Read more.

Brazil: Volkswagen’s Brazil ranch probed for human trafficking; Catholic priest exposed
it. Read more.

Brazil: The Women Working To Protect Migrants in Brazil’s North. Read more.

Jamaica: Jamaica Continues to Make Strides in Combatting Human Trafticking. Read
more.

LATAM: FT: The Big Read: The inexorable rise of Latin America’s drug cartels. Read
more.

North America

Canada: New research highlights tragic intersection between the disappearance of
Indigenous women and human trafficking in Canada. Read more.

Canada: Media banned from Tsuut'ina Nation to limit coverage of human trafficking
case. Read more.

USA: State Level Responses to Labour Trafficking. Read more.



https://www.independent.co.uk/news/myanmar-chinese-yangon-bangkok-human-trafficking-b2800877.html
https://english.khabarhub.com/2025/19/491724/
https://english.khabarhub.com/2025/19/491724/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2025-08/caritas-vietnam-protect-people-from-human-trafficking.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2025-08/caritas-vietnam-protect-people-from-human-trafficking.html
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/08/19/vietnamese-man-arrested-for-trafficking-16-into-laos/
https://pulitzercenter.org/projects/responding-migration-crisis-lessons-brazils-fight-against-human-trafficking
https://www.osvnews.com/volkswagens-brazil-ranch-probed-for-human-trafficking-catholic-priest-rezende-exposed-it/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/women-working-protect-migrants-brazils-north
https://magneticmediatv.com/2025/08/jamaica-continues-to-make-strides-in-combatting-human-trafficking/
https://magneticmediatv.com/2025/08/jamaica-continues-to-make-strides-in-combatting-human-trafficking/
https://www.ft.com/content/dc6b17fc-ba19-47b7-8a54-a7216356bf47
https://www.ft.com/content/dc6b17fc-ba19-47b7-8a54-a7216356bf47
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/press-releases/2025/july/new-research-highlights-tragic-intersection-between-the-disappearance-of-indigenous-women-and-human-trafficking-in-canada
https://calgaryherald.com/news/crime/media-banned-from-tsuutina-nation-to-limit-coverage-of-human-trafficking-case
https://ovc.ojp.gov/events/state-level-responses-labor-trafficking

