Santa Marta Group

Newsletter — July 2025

Featured Reports

Open Democracy: County lines and cuckooing: an ‘appalling failure of child
protection’, 26th June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Interpol: INTERPOL releases new information on globalization of scam centres, 30th June
2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Do forced labour bans protect workers in supply chains? 3rd July 2025
e Read the full report here.

The 1 Paper: Amazon accused of selling ‘slave-labour’ fashion on its website, 9¢th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: We can't keep ignoring human trafficking in war, /0th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: ‘One in, one out’ Channel deal is just another cruel gimmick, //th July
2025
o Read the full report here.

Relief Web: Briefing Paper: Trafficking in Persons and the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, 12th June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Could anti-trafficking survive without victims to rescue? 15th July 2025
e Read the full report here.



https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/county-lines-and-cuckooing-an-appalling-failure-of-child-protection/
https://www.interpol.int/News-and-Events/News/2025/INTERPOL-releases-new-information-on-globalization-of-scam-centres
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/do-forced-labour-bans-protect-workers-in-supply-chains-human-trafficking/
https://inews.co.uk/news/amazon-accused-selling-slave-labour-fashion-website-3792499
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/we-cant-keep-ignoring-human-trafficking-in-war/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/one-in-one-out-channel-deal-is-just-another-cruel-gimmick-uk-france-migration/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/briefing-paper-trafficking-persons-and-rights-persons-disabilities
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/could-anti-trafficking-survive-without-victims-to-rescue/

Walk Free: Why EU leaders must defend the CSDDD amid President Trump’s trade threats
and internal rollbacks, 15th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Diocese of Westminster: Caritas Bakhita House celebrates 10 years, 16th June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Walk Free: UN 2030 goal to end modern slavery at risk of being missed as exploitation
risks rise, 18th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

UN News: As war rages on in Ukraine, organised crime is taking new forms, /8th July
2025
o Read the full report here.

BBC: 'Great British Energy solar panels' were made in Xinjiang, 20th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

The Guardian: Eswatini opposition attacks US deal as ‘human trafficking disguised as
deportation’, 23rd July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Identifying ‘modern slavery’ can damage asylum claims, 23rd July 2025
o Read the full report here.

United Kingdom and Ireland

Inside Housing: Time’s up on ticking boxes: how housing associations are expected to
report on modern slavery, /st July 2025
o Read the full report here.

UK Parliament: Govt visa changes lost sight of risk of exploitation of migrant workers,
PAC report finds, 4th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

NPCC: 241 county lines shut down following national action, 4th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Rutland Times: Slavery victims cannot be ‘abandoned’ over loophole concerns, says
Theresa May, 8th July 2025
e Read the full report here.



https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/why-eu-leaders-must-defend-the-csddd-amid-president-trumps-trade-threats-and-internal-rollbacks/
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/caritas-bakhita-house-celebrates-10-years/
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/un-2030-goal-to-end-modern-slavery-at-risk-of-being-missed-as-exploitation-risks-rise/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165428
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1lj21pjn72o
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jul/23/eswatini-petition-us-deportees
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/identifying-modern-slavery-can-damage-asylum-claims/
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/comment/times-up-on-ticking-boxes-how-housing-associations-are-expected-to-report-on-modern-slavery-92542
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/127/public-accounts-committee/news/208184/govt-visa-changes-lost-sight-of-risk-of-exploitation-of-migrant-workers-pac-report-finds/
https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/241-county-lines-shut-down-following-national-action
https://www.rutland-times.co.uk/national/slavery-victims-cannot-be-abandoned-over-loophole-concerns-says-theresa-may-150366/

ITV: Jersey migrant workers allege mistreatment and racism amid calls for legal
protection, /0th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Electronic Immigration Network: Home Office launches call for evidence on identification
of victims of modern slavery and trafficking, /6th July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Gov.UK Press Release: UK brings forward world’s first sanctions regime to smash the
gangs responsible for irregular migration , 22nd July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Times of Sri Lanka: Modern slavery: Sri Lankan migrant workers in UK exploited,
students hit hardest, 23rd July 2025
e Read the full report here.

Wandsworth Times: Britain risks being ‘dumping ground’ for forced labour goods —
watchdog, 24th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Big Issue: Few trafficking and modern slavery survivors get counselling. They have to face
their trauma alone, 25th July 2025
o Read the full report here.

Local News

Birmingham: Traffickers who ran migrant cannabis farms jailed. Read more.

Coventry: Major change to be introduced as 167 modern slavery cases recorded in
Coventry. Read more.

County Monaghan: Man arrested in Monaghan as part of global operation targeting human
trafficking. Read more.

Dundee: Man and woman charged with human trafficking after police raids. Read more.
Hampshire: Modern slavery referrals double in Portsmouth, most involve children. Read
more.

Surrey: ‘We found three suspected victims of modern day slavery hidden in a lorry.” Read
more.

Suffolk: Newmarket - Day of action tackling exploitation leads to arrests. Read more.

Teesside: Modern slavery order application as man, 36, due in court. Read more.


https://www.itv.com/news/channel/2025-07-10/migrant-workers-in-jersey-threatened-and-scared-to-speak-up
https://www.ein.org.uk/news/home-office-launches-call-evidence-identification-victims-modern-slavery-and-trafficking
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-brings-forward-worlds-first-sanctions-regime-to-smash-the-gangs-responsible-for-irregular-migration
https://sundaytimes.lk/online/news-online/Modern-slavery-Sri-Lankan-migrant-workers-in-UK-exploited-students-hit-hardest/2-1149828
https://www.wandsworthguardian.co.uk/news/national/25337113.britain-risks-dumping-ground-forced-labour-goods---watchdog/
https://www.bigissue.com/opinion/trafficking-modern-slavery-survivors-counselling/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gekk4wl37o
https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/major-change-introduced-167-modern-32018159
https://www.irishtimes.com/crime-law/2025/07/11/man-arrested-in-monaghan-as-part-of-global-operation-targeting-human-trafficking/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/man-woman-dundee-human-trafficking-35604670
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/politics/modern-slavery-referrals-double-in-portsmouth-most-involve-children-5201993
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/politics/modern-slavery-referrals-double-in-portsmouth-most-involve-children-5201993
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvmjy3d8y3o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyvmjy3d8y3o
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/news/suffolk/news/news/2025/july/newmarket---day-of-action-tackling-exploitation-leads-to-arrests/
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/modern-slavery-order-scarborough-court-31970022

Warwickshire: Coventry takes leading role in fight against modern slavery. Read more.

Europe
Albania: Airport Ordeal Sheds Light on Plight of Migrant Workers in Albania. Read more.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: BiH institutions exploring measures towards compensation for
trafficking victims using seized illegal assets. Read more.

EU and UNODC: No more without us: Survivors call for role in anti-trafficking
efforts. Read more.

EU: Promoting cooperation against people trafficking to Europe from the Sahel. Read
more.

Europol: Europe-led people-trafficking sweep frees 1,200 victims, yields 158 arrests. Read
more.

Iceland: Potential Human Trafficking Victims Identified Following Police Action. Read
more.

Poland: Three Costa Ricans arrested for trafficking migrants to work in Poland. Read more.

Spain: More than 100 women freed after Spanish police dismantle human trafficking
ring. Read more.

Switzerland: Muslim Charity Joins IOM Islamic Philanthropy Fund with USD 1 Million to
Tackle Trafficking. Read more.

Africa

Burkina Faso: West Africans Lured to Burkina Faso Gold Mines in Human Trafficking
Scam. Read more.

Ghana: Gender Ministry calls for united front in fight against human trafficking. Read
more

Ghana: Ghana marks 20 years of human trafficking law with strong call to action on World
Blue Day. Read more.

Malawi: We stand with Rosina and Maggie: Justice for women and girls subjected to
prostitution in Malawi. Read more.

Nigeria: Nigeria’s human-trafficking pandemic needs urgent solutions. Read more.

Sierra Leone: Wartime Forced Marriage and Sexual Slavery in Africa. Read more.


https://hellorayo.co.uk/greatest-hits/coventry-warwickshire/news/coventry-modern-slavery
https://balkaninsight.com/2025/07/25/airport-ordeal-sheds-light-on-plight-of-migrant-workers-in-albania/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/sarajevo/-/bih-institutions-exploring-measures-towards-compensation-for-trafficking-victims-using-seized-illegal-assets
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/news/2025/July/no-more-without-us_-survivors-call-for-role-in-anti-trafficking-efforts.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/news/2025/July/promoting-cooperation-against-people-trafficking-to-europe-from-the-sahel.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/news/2025/July/promoting-cooperation-against-people-trafficking-to-europe-from-the-sahel.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe-led-people-trafficking-sweep-frees-1200-victims-yields-158-arrests-2025-07-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe-led-people-trafficking-sweep-frees-1200-victims-yields-158-arrests-2025-07-11/
https://grapevine.is/news/2025/07/11/potential-human-trafficking-victims-identified-following-police-action/
https://grapevine.is/news/2025/07/11/potential-human-trafficking-victims-identified-following-police-action/
https://tvpworld.com/87782654/three-costa-ricans-arrested-for-trafficking-migrants-to-work-in-poland
https://www.euronews.com/2025/07/22/more-than-100-women-freed-after-spanish-police-dismantle-human-trafficking-ring
https://www.iom.int/news/muslim-charity-joins-iom-islamic-philanthropy-fund-usd-1-million-tackle-trafficking
https://adf-magazine.com/2025/07/west-africans-lured-to-burkina-faso-gold-mines-in-human-trafficking-scam/
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Gender-Ministry-calls-for-united-front-in-fight-against-human-trafficking-1989240
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Gender-Ministry-calls-for-united-front-in-fight-against-human-trafficking-1989240
https://www.modernghana.com/news/1411749/ghana-marks-20years-of-human-trafficking-law-with.html
https://equalitynow.org/news/news-and-insights/we-stand-with-rosina-and-maggie-justice-for-women-and-girls-subjected-to-prostitution-in-malawi/
https://gazettengr.com/nigerias-human-trafficking-pandemic-needs-urgent-solutions/
https://rpublc.com/june-july-2021/wartime-sexual-slavery-africa/

Asia and Oceania

Australia: How to better tackle modern slavery in fashion. Read more.
Australia: Modern slavery update in Australia. Read more.
Australia: Consultation On Strengthening Modern Slavery Act. Read more.

Cambodia: Sam Rainsy reveals over 120,000 trafficking victims enslaved in
Cambodia. Read more.

Cambodia: Cambodia: Amnesty International's report details testimony of abuse of 58
survivors in 53 scam compounds incl. allegations of trafficking, forced labour &
torture. Read more.

Cambodia: Cambodia: Scamming crisis survivors must be protected amid police
crackdown. Read more.

Cambodia: Slavery, torture, human trafficking discovered at 53 Cambodian online

scamming compounds. Read more.

Cambodia: Al-driven human trafficking scams from Southeast Asia spreading
globally. Read more.

China: China: Over 100 global brands linked to factories using Uyghur workers. Read
more.

India: ‘Village of one kidney’: India-Bangladesh organ traffickers rob poor donors. Read
more.

India: Call for collective efforts to curb human trafficking. Read more.

Indonesia: Indonesia arrests 12 for trafficking babies to Singapore. Read more.

Indonesia: 'Reserved in the womb' and sold for £500: Police bust baby trafficking
ring. Read more.

Malaysia: US human trafficking report upgrades Malaysia to Tier 2. Read more.

New Zealand: 'We know it is a big problem': Labour puts forward modern slavery
bill. Read more.


https://www.ragtrader.com.au/news/how-to-better-tackle-modern-slavery-in-fashion
https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2025/july/22/modern-slavery-update-in-australia
https://www.miragenews.com/consultation-on-strengthening-modern-slavery-act-1499920/
https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/news/asean/40052445
https://www.business-humanrights.org/my/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84/cambodia-amnesty-internationals-report-details-testimony-of-58-survivors-of-8-countries-experienced-human-rights-abuses-incl-human-trafficking-forced-labour-torture-in-alleged-53-scam-compounds/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/cambodia-scamming-crisis-survivors-must-be-protected-amid-police-crackdown/
https://cyberscoop.com/slavery-torture-human-trafficking-discovered-at-53-cambodian-online-scamming-compounds/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/world/40052064
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-over-100-global-brands-linked-to-factories-using-uyghur-workers-recruited-through-state-imposed-forced-transfer-programme-finds-investigation-incl-cos-comments-cos-non-response/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/china-over-100-global-brands-linked-to-factories-using-uyghur-workers-recruited-through-state-imposed-forced-transfer-programme-finds-investigation-incl-cos-comments-cos-non-response/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/7/4/village-of-one-kidney-india-bangladesh-organ-traffickers-rob-poor-donors
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/7/4/village-of-one-kidney-india-bangladesh-organ-traffickers-rob-poor-donors
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/call-for-collective-efforts-to-curb-human-trafficking/article69855241.ece
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/16/indonesia-arrests-12-for-trafficking-babies-to-singapore
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cq536dew1l4o.amp
https://www.sarawaktribune.com/us-human-trafficking-report-upgrades-malaysia-to-tier-2/
https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/on-air/heather-du-plessis-allan-drive/audio/camilla-belich-labour-mp-on-the-partys-new-bill-to-address-modern-slavery/

Latin America

Argentina: Opus Dei deputy named defendant in Argentine trafficking case. Read more.

Costa Rica: Costa Rica Dismantles Human Trafficking Ring Linked to Tren de
Aragua. Read more.

Haiti: Haitian capital ‘paralysed and isolated’ by gang violence, Security Council
hears. Read more.

North America

Florida, USA: Florida records more than 700,000 people as victims of human trafficking in
2024. Read more.

Florida, USA: Florida records more than 700,000 people as victims of human trafficking in
2024. Read more.

USA: As State Department office combating human trafficking faces cuts, former leader
weighs in. Read more.

USA: The Trump Administration Just Shut Down the Office Responsible for Preventing
Human Trafficking. Read more.

USA: Football agent Jonathan Barnett accused of trafficking, torture and rape. Read more.

USA: Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs acquitted of sex trafficking and racketeering. Read more.



https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/opus-dei-deputy-named-defendant-in-argentine-trafficking-case/
https://ticotimes.net/2025/07/16/costa-rica-dismantles-human-trafficking-ring-linked-to-tren-de-aragua
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165246
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jul/11/florida-human-trafficking-data
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jul/11/florida-human-trafficking-data
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/as-state-department-office-combating-human-trafficking-faces-cuts-former-leader-weighs-in
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a65441455/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons-shut-down/
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2025/jul/04/jonathan-barnett-football-agent-accused-of-trafficking-torture-rape
https://www.ft.com/content/69fb4238-7ac6-4cd2-bad5-400416828f1c

