Santa Marta Group

Newsletter — June 2025

Featured Reports

GRETA: 14th GENERAL REPORT, June 2025
e Read the full report here.
e Read the article by the Council of Europe

Professional Wealth Management: Banks score poorly in CCLA anti-slavery
benchmark, 02 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Can progressives re-capture anti-trafficking from the right? 02 June
2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Why do anti-trafficking donors fund their critics? 04 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: The UN’s missed chance to lead on anti-trafficking, 05 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Sky News: Pimps and sex traffickers exploiting women through escort websites, 09 June
2025
e Watch the video report here.

The Standard: Inside Home Office immigration raids as over 6,000 people arrested in
illegal migrant workers crackdown, 07 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: Law enforcement alone will never stop modern slavery, 16 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Prime Minister of Canada: G7 Leaders’ Statement on Countering Migrant Smuggling, 77
June 2025
o Read the full statement here.



https://rm.coe.int/14th-general-report-of-greta-prems-067125-gbr-2578-14th-general-report/1680b638e3
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/human-trafficking-council-of-europe-experts-call-for-stronger-political-commitment-in-the-face-of-growing-threats
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/twenty-years-of-slow-progress-is-anti-trafficking-changing/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/can-progressives-re-capture-anti-trafficking-from-the-right/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/why-do-anti-trafficking-donors-fund-their-critics/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/united-nations-missed-chance-on-anti-trafficking/
https://news.sky.com/video/pimps-and-sex-traffickers-exploit-women-through-escort-websites-13380733
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/inside-home-office-immigration-raids-migrants-illegal-workers-arrested-b1231636.html
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/law-enforcement-alone-will-never-stop-modern-slavery/
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2025/06/17/g7-leaders-statement-countering-migrant-smuggling

Open Democracy: Mistakes happen in anti-trafficking work. We must learn from them,
18 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

ABC News: Women choosing abortions to keep work visas, slavery inquiry told, /9 June
2025
o Read the full report here.

Le Monde: Champagne region employer faces prison sentence in human trafficking
trial, 21 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

UN News: Human Rights Council hears concerns over displacement, genocide risks and
migrant trafficking, 23 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Open Democracy: How US funding built a brittle economy in anti-trafficking, 24 June
2025
o Read the full report here.

Policy Updates and Analysis

The Bureau of Investigative Journalism: Farms and supermarkets could pay seasonal
workers’ recruitment costs, says report, 03 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

International Trade Union Confederation News: Trade unions take Saudi Arabia to UN
labour body over exploitation and deaths of migrant workers, 04 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

ReliefWeb: ‘Consensual’ Women Trafficking in Kenya: Can Intersectional Feminism
Provide a Solution? 05 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

United Kingdom and Ireland

Electronic Immigration Network: Criminalisation of asylum seekers continues under
Labour government, new report details, 02 June 2025
e Read the report here.

GOV.UK: New offence of forcing people to hide objects in their bodies, 03 June 2025
e Read the full report here.



https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/mistakes-happen-in-anti-trafficking-work-we-must-learn-from-them/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-19/modern-slavery-abortion-rates-palm-scheme/105427330
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2025/06/20/champagne-region-employer-faces-prison-sentence-in-human-trafficking-trial_6742543_7.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/06/1164816
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/how-us-funding-built-a-brittle-economy-in-anti-trafficking/
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2025-06-03/farms-and-supermarkets-could-pay-seasonal-workers-recruitment-costs-says-report
https://www.ituc-csi.org/Trade-unions-take-Saudi-Arabia-to-UN-labour-body
https://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/consensual-women-trafficking-kenya-can-intersectional-feminism-provide-solution
https://www.ein.org.uk/news/criminalisation-asylum-seekers-continues-under-labour-government-new-report-details
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-offence-of-forcing-people-to-hide-objects-in-their-bodies

Indepth News: UK High Court Rules Torture for Ransom Is Human Trafficking
Exploitation, 04 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

The 1 Paper: NHS trusts could be sent to court if they fail to enforce new modern slavery
rules, 05 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Free Movement: Briefing on the seasonal worker visa, 05 June 2025
e Read the report here.

Construction Management: Construction sites targeted in illegal working crackdown, 09
June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Walk Free: Delays to protection for trafficking survivors raise concerns over UK
deportation policy, 16 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Electronic Immigration Network: Jo Wilding chronicles deepening immigration and
asylum legal aid crisis, with failure to recruit staff an ‘existential threat’ to the sector, /6
June 2025

o Read the full report here.

Free Movement: Home Office wrong in adopting a narrow definition of forced labour in
trafficking case, 25 June 2025
o Read the full report here.

Big Issue: If we want to prevent modern slavery, we must start with preventing
homelessness, 23 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

The National: Fears US-UK trade deal 'may open door to food made with slave labour', 22
June 2025, 22 June 2025
e Read the full report here.

Local News

Belfast: Man awaiting trial for human trafficking offences to have electronic tag removed
to take part in MMA fight. Read more.

Devon: Devon councils address local modern slavery concerns. Read more.


https://indepthnews.net/uk-high-court-rules-torture-for-ransom-is-human-trafficking-exploitation/
https://www.msn.com/en-za/news/other/nhs-trusts-could-be-sent-to-court-if-they-fail-to-enforce-new-modern-slavery-rules/ar-AA1G7qeO?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://freemovement.org.uk/seasonal-worker-visa/
https://constructionmanagement.co.uk/construction-sites-targeted-in-illegal-working-crackdown/
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/delays-to-protection-for-trafficking-survivors-raise-concerns-over-uk-deportation-policy/
https://www.ein.org.uk/news/jo-wilding-chronicles-deepening-immigration-and-asylum-legal-aid-crisis-failure-recruit-staff
https://freemovement.org.uk/home-office-wrong-in-adopting-a-narrow-definition-of-forced-labour-in-trafficking-case/
https://www.bigissue.com/opinion/modern-slavery-homelessness-the-passage/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/25256308.fears-us-uk-trade-deal-may-open-door-food-made-slave-labour/
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/man-awaiting-trial-for-human-trafficking-offences-to-have-electronic-tag-removed-to-take-part-in-mma-fight/a1638160095.html
https://www.ivybridge-today.co.uk/news/devon-councils-address-local-modern-slavery-concerns-800602

Greater Manchester: Ten arrested in police crackdown on organised immigration crime
across Greater Manchester. Read more.

Greater Manchester: Stockport employers invited to join group tackling modern
slavery. Read more.

Hartlepool and Middlesbrough: Five arrests over trafficking of vulnerable people from
Brazil into North of England. Read more.

Leamington: Warwickshire Police to help train Romanian police in human
trafficking. Read more.

Peterborough: County lines drug dealer jailed after police raids. Read more.

Europe

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Advancing Institutional Capacities to Combat Human
Trafficking, 29 May 2025. Read more.

EU: How the EU’s CSDDD strengthens long-term resilience for businesses. Read more.
GRETA: Evaluation Report Croatia: Read more.

France: French champagne makers face human trafficking trial. Read more.

Hungary: Orban ally claims Ukraine’s EU bid could fuel human trafficking. Opposition
pushes back. Read more.

Malta: High-level Conference in Malta puts Al at the centre of anti-trafficking

strategies. Read more.

Moldova: Council of Europe: Moldova urged to strengthen prevention measures and
protection of vulnerable victims. Read more.

Montenegro: Montenegro takes further steps to improve access to justice for victims of
human trafficking. Read more.

Netherlands: Dutch Labour Inspectorate targets agencies in trafficking cases. Read more.

Ukraine: progress needed ensure human trafficking victims’ access to justice and effective
compensation mechanisms. Read more.

Africa

Botswana: Six Batswana arrested in UK over alleged human trafficking. Read more.
ECOWAS pledges to end human trafficking and boost security. Read more.


https://www.gmp.police.uk/news/greater-manchester/news/news/2025/june/ten-arrested-in-police-crackdown-on-organised-immigration-crime-across-greater-manchester/
https://marketingstockport.co.uk/news/stockport-employers-invited-to-join-group-tackling-modern-slavery/
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/five-arrests-over-trafficking-of-vulnerable-people-from-brazil-into-north-of-england-5157442
https://leamingtonobserver.co.uk/news/warwickshire-police-to-help-train-romanian-police-in-human-trafficking-56106/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn8zn81v84ko
http://osce.org/mission-to-bosnia-and-herzegovina/591614
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/how-the-eus-csddd-strengthens-long-term-resilience-for-businesses/
https://rm.coe.int/greta-evaluation-report-on-the-implementation-of-the-council-of-europe/1680b66807
https://www.thelocal.fr/20250619/french-champagne-makers-face-human-trafficking-trial
https://global.espreso.tv/world-news-orban-ally-claims-ukraines-eu-bid-could-fuel-human-trafficking-opposition-pushes-back
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/high-level-conference-in-malta-puts-ai-at-the-centre-of-anti-trafficking-strategies
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/human-trafficking-moldova-urged-to-strengthen-prevention-measures-and-protection-of-vulnerable-victims
https://www.coe.int/en/web/podgorica/-/montenegro-takes-further-steps-to-improve-access-to-justice-for-victims-of-human-trafficking
https://www.staffingindustry.com/news/global-daily-news/dutch-labour-inspectorate-targets-agencies-in-trafficking-cases
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/ukraine-progress-needed-ensure-human-trafficking-victims-access-to-justice-and-effective-compensation-mechanisms
https://apanews.net/six-batswana-arrested-in-uk-over-alleged-human-trafficking/
https://www.dw.com/en/ecowas-pledges-to-end-human-trafficking-and-boost-security/audio-73023091

Ghana: Ghana marks 20years of human trafficking law with strong call to action on World
Blue Day. Read more.

Ghana: Gender Ministry calls for united front in fight against human trafficking. Read
more.

Nigeria: Nigeria’s human-trafficking pandemic needs urgent solutions. Read more.

Nigeria: Human trafficking / Rising wave of kidnappings in the Bight of Biafra. Read
more.

Nigeria: West Africa’s hidden border economy: A journey through migrant suffering and
state complicity. Read more.

Senegal: Senegal's gold mining boom leads to surge in sex trafficking. Read more.

Sudan: African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies: ‘Human trafficking surges in
Sudan.” Read more.

Zimbabwe; Child trafficking shock at Zim border. Read more.

Asia and Oceania

Australia: Students 'forced into slavery' with scholarship lure. Read more.

China: China’s warning against cross-border marriage scams reveals the pitfalls of human
trafficking. Read more.

Indonesia: Letters | Indonesia must tackle human trafficking better. Here’s how. Read more.

Myanmar: Asia’s Golden Triangle was once the opium capital of the world. Now the drug
of choice is meth. Read more.

Oman: Visa agent arrested for human trafficking, cheating woman seeking work in
Muscat. Read more.

Pakistan: Pakistan takes step to end child marriage as calls grow for national reform. Read
more.

Thailand: UN Demands Answers from Thailand Over Human Trafficking Scams. Read
more.

Thailand: Executive Summary: A Blueprint For Mobilizing Finance Against Slavery and
Trafficking. Read more.


https://www.modernghana.com/news/1411749/ghana-marks-20years-of-human-trafficking-law-with.html
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Gender-Ministry-calls-for-united-front-in-fight-against-human-trafficking-1989240
https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Gender-Ministry-calls-for-united-front-in-fight-against-human-trafficking-1989240
https://gazettengr.com/nigerias-human-trafficking-pandemic-needs-urgent-solutions/
https://enactafrica.org/enact-observer/rising-wave-of-kidnappings-in-the-bight-of-biafra
https://enactafrica.org/enact-observer/rising-wave-of-kidnappings-in-the-bight-of-biafra
https://www.thecable.ng/west-africas-hidden-border-economy-a-journey-through-migrant-suffering-and-state-complicity/
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/focus/20250604-senegal-s-gold-mining-boom-leads-to-surge-in-sex-trafficking
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/acjps-human-trafficking-surges-in-sudan
https://thestar.co.za/mercury/news/2023-12-04-child-trafficking-shock-at-zim-border/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/trafficking-charges-man-accused-stranding-001647672.html
https://globalvoices.org/2025/06/06/chinas-warning-against-cross-border-marriage-scams-reveals-the-pitfall-of-human-trafficking/
https://www.scmp.com/opinion/letters/article/3314145/indonesia-must-tackle-human-trafficking-better-heres-how
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/asia-golden-triangle-opium-drug-trafficking-methamphetamine/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/visa-agent-arrested-for-human-trafficking-cheating-woman-seeking-work-in-muscat/article69672045.ece
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/pakistan-takes-step-to-end-child-marriage-as-calls-grow-for-national-reform/
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/pakistan-takes-step-to-end-child-marriage-as-calls-grow-for-national-reform/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40051619
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/asean/40051619
https://www.undp.org/thailand/publications/executive-summary-FAST-Eng

Thailand: Pattaya Tourist Police use Al and local tips to bust human trafficking ring on
Walking Street. Read more.

Thailand: Thailand honours anti-human trafficking religious sister. Read more.

Latin America

El Salvador: Deported man Kilmar Abrego Garcia returned to US to face charges. Read
more.

Guyana: False Promises: How Essequibo’s Mineral Wealth Spurs Human Trafficking. Read
more.

North America
Bermuda: Local solar panel supplies untainted by links to slave labour. Read more.

Canada: 10 men facing charges after human trafficking investigation on Tsuut'ina
Nation. Read more.

USA: 13th Amendment loophole fuels forced labour in US prisons, violating human rights
and benefiting the government and companies. Read more. Alaska, USA: Planned
Parenthood is crucial to protecting Alaska survivors of trafficking and MMIR. Read more.

Ohio, USA: Co-leader of large-scale narcotics & human trafficking rings sentenced to 30
years in prison. Read more.

Pennsylvania, USA: New Al Research Reveals Hidden Human Trafficking Recruitment
Networks. Read more.

Pennsylvania, USA: 'That was normal behavior': Victim recalls being trafficked, then the
aftermath of abuse. Read more.



https://www.pattayamail.com/news/pattaya-tourist-police-use-ai-and-local-tips-to-bust-human-trafficking-ring-on-walking-street-505816
https://www.ucanews.com/news/thailand-honors-anti-human-trafficking-catholic-nun/109269
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/6/deported-man-kilmar-abrego-garcia-returned-to-us-to-face-charges
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/6/6/deported-man-kilmar-abrego-garcia-returned-to-us-to-face-charges
https://insightcrime.org/investigations/essequibo-mineral-wealth-human-trafficking/
https://insightcrime.org/investigations/essequibo-mineral-wealth-human-trafficking/
https://www.royalgazette.com/general/news/article/20250606/local-solar-panel-supplies-untainted-by-links-to-slave-labour/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/tsuut-ina-nation-project-buffalo-tim-daley-police-1.7550231
https://www.walkfree.org/news/2025/13th-amendment-loophole-fuels-forced-labour-in-us-prisons-violating-human-rights-and-benefiting-the-government-and-companies/
https://www.adn.com/opinions/2025/06/15/opinion-planned-parenthood-is-crucial-to-protecting-alaska-survivors-of-trafficking-and-mmir/
https://www.irs.gov/compliance/criminal-investigation/co-leader-of-large-scale-narcotics-human-trafficking-rings-sentenced-to-30-years-in-prison
https://www.forensicmag.com/3594-All-News/619896-New-AI-Research-Reveals-Hidden-Human-Trafficking-Recruitment-Networks/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/human-trafficking-normal-behavior-victim-114800569.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANpLUIRh0DgRH3FxZWqef4ei8rAJuMNlDo692DKlMXhLj8C4ppkP0cP4XTVTCkdlAQLKShlwE0qGbIisN3R0UOSEJlt2AvijblSK6LaVLTwORZ1-PJmmbmqxxsSFcVu_YxRzO0NnDACItNhha9bqRbwmf0RREOUzw-gNteHRQ8sX

